
Never use heaters
to dry your washing 

Never cover your heater - especially the exposed
heating elements

Don’t leave your heater on overnight and alllow it
to cool down before moving 

Do not plug your heater into an  
extension lead 

How fire safe is your heater?
Learn about the different types of heaters and safety tips

During the colder months, you might find yourself reaching
for a portable heater. It may seem like common sense but it

never hurts to refresh your safety knowldge. 

Use your heater on hard flat surfaces – not on carpets or
balanced on furniture 

Keep it at least 1m away from anything flammable 

Never use faulty heaters - check if the cable is frayed  

ELECTRIC HEATER SAFETY

Buy heaters brand new with a trip switch (where it will
automatically switch off when knocked over) 

Never leave unattended 

Do not leave heaters unattended  
around children and pets



TYPES OF HEATERS: 

  Ovesco offers free, impartial energy advice // Freephone 0800 458 90945

Fan Heater 

Regardless of your type of heater, the general precaution rules will always apply. 
Lets look at a few different types so you can make the best and safest choice:

Halogen Heater

Works similar to radiator but with oil that heats up and
moves around the radiator fins. 

Risk – relatively low risk as there’s no exposed heating
elements. Takes a while to cool which could save you money

on bills. (However easy to burn when touching.)

Oil Radiator 

Portable Gas Heater

These work by heating the small area around them, rather
the air itself. Ideal for small spaces. 

Risk – Intense directional power, placement is especially
important. Keep away from furniture and objects. Medium 

Risk 

Can be used anywhere to heat the room quickly. Requires gas
cylinders to be changed. 

Risk – Using gas heaters carries the risk of carbon monoxide
poisoning. Changing gas cylinders poses a risk. Cylinders
must be stored outside the home away from sunlight and

frost. Make sure to keep the area clear around heater.

Lower
Risk 

Higher
Risk 

*Pease note that all of the heaters above are safe to use but take precaution with identified risks 

Higher
Risk 

These work by blowing heat around a room. 
Good for small spaces. 

Risk – It’s very easy for things in your home to catch
fire if placed too close to a fan heater. Also a risk for

children and animals who could jam the hot fan.
Fluff/debris can get caught in the fan. 


